

Dadey: Bipartisan Deal On Redistricting ‘Significant’

By Nick Reisman 
March 12, 2012 at 7:07 pm
It may be an “epic fail” as Sen. Mike Gianaris sees it, but Dick Dadey of Citizens Union sees nothing but winning when it comes to the redistricting amendment’s proposed language.

Dadey, whose thoughts aligned with Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s comments today in a radio interview, said the process as it is now hasn’t served the public well and that while a perfect compromise isn’t possible, the bipartisan support for the overhaul is important.

“It’s been abysmal. It’s been nothing more than a circus and we’ve seen this in previous decades. We need to seize this historic opportunity to end this charade and finally put forward a permanent lasting solution to redistricting. We never will get an ideal solution to redistricting but we have gotten the support of both political parties is significant. For reform to take place is a great achievement.”
But the good-government groups are split on the amendment with Dadey’s CU and the League of Women Voters backing the proposal and Common Cause and NYPIRG saying it will not achieve a truly independent process.

Still, Dadey insists the amendment will work and, that while not perfect, can be done this year because lawmakers are willing to strike a deal with Cuomo.

“We are not going to trust them again — the promise of let the court draw the lines and we are going to reform the process next time around,” Dadey said. “They haven’t done it and they never going to do it until they are backed into the corner like they are now.”
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